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Daas Torah: A Modern
Conception of Rabbinic
Authority

Lawrence Kaplan

The concept of Daas Torah is, at one and the same time, both
precise and delimited, and broad and elusive. It is precise and
delimited for, as historians have argued, Daas Torah appears to be a
specific modern concept of rabbinic authority that has arisen and
developed in a clear and definite historical context. It is broad and
elusive, first of all, because of the wide range of varying meanings
that—incorrectly, I believe—have been attributed to it, but also
because of certain inherent ambiguities in the concept. Most im-
portant, the proponents of Daas Torah have argued that in fact it is
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